The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2008 by University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media




The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2,
2008
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2008_dec
This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2008 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in December by an authorized administrator of
Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact dillarda@mailbox.sc.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2008" (2008). December. 2.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2008_dec/2
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2008 VOL. 102, NO. 70  ●  SINCE 1908
dailygamecock.com
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
The Gamecocks hope 
to rebound against 
Princeton. See page 8 
Sports
Ben Folds ups the 
sarcasm on ‘Way to 












The Daily Gamecock sports editors tell 
what they learned from USC football 
this season. www.dailygamecock.com
Sports Online
A new box set provides a peek 
into the mind of director David 
Lynch. See page 5
The Mix
58   33
TODAY WEDNESDAY
53   30
 Monday marked the 20th 
anniversary of World AIDS 
Day, and related events will 
continue at USC through 
Thursday. Events will be 
hosted by Sexual Health & 
Violence Prevention and 
the SHARE Peers.
The activities kicked off 
Monday with presentations 
o n  G r e e n e  S t r e e t 
t h roughout  t he  day,  a 
campus vigil at the Russell 
House Patio at 5 p.m. and 
another vigil at the State 
House at 6 p.m.
Wil l iam Dozoier, 58, 
who is a volunteer and has 
been living with HIV for 
16 years, spoke at the State 
House last night.
“It’s great that people are 
taking steps to prevent it,” 
he said. “I feel good living 
with it but hope no one will 
also get it.” 
Dozoier is one of the 33 
million people worldwide 
l iv ing with HI V/A IDS, 
according to a (Carolina) 
RED Manifesto handout.
South Carolina is among 
the top 10 in the nat ion 
for the rate of HIV/AIDS 
c a s e s ,  w i t h  C olu mbi a 
ranked at sixth place among 
U.S. cities, according to the 
handout.
Darren Price, a third-
year English student, served 
as one of the coaches at the 
event.
“ I  t h in k it ’s  a  rea l ly 
important day for America 
a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  S o u t h 
Carol ina for A IDS and 
HIV awareness,” he said. 
Price is also the assistant 
Viewpoints editor for The 
Daily Gamecock.
Young adults from the 
ages of 17 to 25 currently 
represent 15 percent of new 
cases of HIV in this state 
a lone, according to the 
handout.
Price said he strongly 
believes every student at 
USC should get tested on 
Thursday in the Russell 
House.
“Given the statistics, I 
think it’s very important 
that everyone on campus 
get tested and know their 
status,” Price said.
There wil l a lso be an 
 USC’s mascot, Cocky, made it into the semifi nals in 
Capital One Bowl’s 2008 Mascot Challenge, and the 
votes keep coming.
Cocky said he feels as though it has been a great 
success thus far.
“It feels so good to be so close to winning and just to 
be in competition for a national title,” Cocky said.
In one of the two final brackets, Cocky faces off 
with Cy, Iowa State University’s mascot. In the other 
semifi nals bracket, North Dakota State’s Thundar and 
the University of Maryland’s Testudo compete.
Cocky said he thinks it is good for the country 
to recognize USC as being competitive in multiple 
contests.
“I think it’s important to establish to the nation that 
we’re national contenders, no matter what category it’s 
in, whether it’s football or basketball or a school icon or 
whatever,” Cocky said. “Because maybe we didn’t win 
the SEC title and maybe we won’t get a national title 
in basketball, but this could be given to us on a silver 
platter, and that’s exciting.”
The winners from this week will advance to the fi nals, 
and the 2008 winner will be announced during the 
Capital City One bowl game.
Anyone can keep voting once a day every day until the 
competition is over by visiting www.capitalonebowl.com/
vote.
— Information from www.capitalonebowl.com
COCKY HEADS TO SEMIFINALS
USC icon one of four remaining competitors 
in Capitol One Bowl Mascot Challenge
Liz Segrist
NEWS EDITOR
World AIDS Day keeps students alert
Free HIV testing offered, 
vigils bring together 
people affected by virus
Derek Legette
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
FRESHMEN: Tuesday, Dec. 2 (8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m.)
SOPHOMORES: Wednesday, Dec. 3
JUNIORS: Thursday, Dec. 4
SENIORS: Friday, Dec. 5 (8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
FACULTY/STAFF/ANY STUDENTS 
REMAINING: Tuesday, Dec. 9 to Friday, Dec. 12
— For more information, visit www.carolinacard.sc.edu.
New Carolina Card 
distribution 
continues this week
All cards can be picked up in the Russell 
House Ballroom from 8:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., unless otherwise stated.
 CHICAGO — President-elect Barack Obama 
picked a national security team headed by 
former campaign rival Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and Bush administration holdover 
Robert Gates on Monday, and said he wants 
to consult with military commanders before 
settling on a fi rm timetable to withdraw U.S. 
combat troops from Iraq.
Obama said a newly completed agreement 
between Iraq and the Bush administration 
covering U.S. troop presence signals “a 
transition period in which our mission is 
changing” after a long war. The president-
elect campaigned on a call to pull out most 
combat troops within 16 months of taking 
offi ce, a period he said he still believes “is the 
right time frame.”
Obama named Clinton, a New York senator, 
as secretary of state and said Gates would 
remain as defense secretary, a post he has held 
for the past two years. 
At a news conference, the president-elect 
also introduced retired Marine Gen. James 
Jones as White House national security 
adviser , former Justice Department official 
Eric Holder as attorney general , Arizona Gov. 
Janet Napolitano as secretary of homeland 
security and Susan Rice as ambassador to the 
United Nations. 
The announcements rounded out the top 
tier of the team that will advise the incoming 
chief executive on foreign and national security 
issues in an era marked by wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and terrorism around the globe.
“I assembled this team because I am a strong 
believer in strong personalities and strong 
opinions,” he said.
“I think that’s how the best decisions are 
made. One of the dangers in a White House, 
based on my reading of history, is that you get 
wrapped up in group-think and everybody 
agrees with everything and there’s no 
discussion and there are no dissenting views. 
So I am going to be welcoming a vigorous 
debate inside the White House.
“But understand, I will be setting policy as 
president. I will be responsible for the vision 
that this team carries out, and I will expect 
them to implement that vision once decisions 
are made.”
Obama’s announcements marked a shift in 
emphasis after a spate of appointments last 
week for his economic team, led by Timothy 
Geithner as treasury secretary.
He now has selected half the members of his 
Cabinet, and is fi lling out the top echelons of 
his administration at an unusually quick pace 
during his transition as he seeks to fulfi ll his 
goal of being able to “hit the ground running” 
when he takes the oath of offi ce on Jan. 20.
Obama said his appointees “share my 
pragmatism about the use of power, and my 
sense of purpose about America’s role as a 
Obama appoints Clinton, Gates for cabinet
President-elect makes early decisions 
for heads of national security team
Liz Sidoti
Th e Associated Press
Christine Galligan/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Stephanie Johnson (left) and Alex Council (right) sign the AIDS awareness banner at the USC vigil.
Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Cocky is one of four mascots left in the Mascot Bowl. He is 
currently taking on Iowa State’s Cy in the semifi nals.




Bobby Sutton / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Fall descends upon campus near the Pendleton Street bridge, with colorful leaves 
littering the sidewalk as they drop from nearby trees.





Q & A with 
 T he  ch ie f  exec ut ive s 
of the nation’s Big Three 
automakers should give up 
their jobs, not just their lavish 
executive pay packages as a 
condition of $25 billion in 
proposed federal help to keep 
the companies operating, 
U.S. House Majority Whip 
Jim Clyburn said Monday.
“If I had my way, all three 
of those guys would be in 
the unemployment l ine, 
and I think that ought to be 
one of the conditions for us 
doing this,” Clyburn, D-S.C., 
said to reporters at a news 
conference. “They need to be 
giving up their jobs, not just 
their packages.”
Democratic leaders have 
demanded blueprints from 
Chrysler LLC, Ford Motor 
Co. and General Motors 
Corp. before they will hold 
votes on any new federal aid.
Clyburn will be responsible 
for rounding up the votes 
needed for any automaker 
rescue package.
“We need to have new 
leadership. That’s what we 
would do if we had this kind 
of failure on a football fi eld. 
We would be getting a new 
coach — sometimes a new 
athletic director,” he said. 
“We need to clean house with 
these guys and bring in new 
people.”
He said money for the 
carmakers should come from 
the $700 billion already set 
aside to help Wall Street and 
banks, and not a separate $25 
billion. He also criticized 
the executives for previously 
fl ying on separate private jets 
to congressional hearings.
A l s o ,  C l y b u r n  s a i d 
president-elect Barack Obama 
is keeping a rein on former 
president Bill Clinton with the 
appointment of his wife, Sen. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, as 
Secretary of State. During 
the contentious presidential 
primary, Clyburn, who is 
black, took issue with some of 
the Clintons’ tough campaign 
tactics.
The ex-president infuriated 
many when he seemed to 
diminish Obama’s South 
Carolina primary victory by 
likening it to earlier victories 
by Jesse Jackson, whose 
appeal to non-black voters 
was limited.
 SMITH POINT, Texas — A 
30-mile scar of debris along 
the Texas coast stands as a 
festering testament to what 
state and local offi cials say is 
FEMA’s sluggish response 
to  t he  20 0 8  hu r r ic a ne 
season.
Two-and-a-half months 
after Hurricane Ike blasted 
the shorel ine, a l l igators 
and snakes crawl over vast 
piles of shattered building 
materials, lawn furniture, 
t r e e s ,  b o a t s ,  t a n k s  o f 
butane and other hazardous 
substances, thousands of 
animal carcasses, perhaps 
even the corpses of people 
killed by the storm.
State and local officials 
complain that the removal 
of the fi lth has gone almost 
nowhere because FEMA 
red tape has held up both 
the cleanup work and the 
release of the millions of 
dol l a r s  t hat  Cha mber s 
County said it needs to pay 
for the project.
Elsewhere along the coast, 
similar complaints are heard: 
The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has 
been slow to reimburse local 
governments for what they 
have already spent, putting 
the rural counties on the 
brink of fi nancial collapse.
“I  don’t  k now a l l  t he 
internal workings of FEMA. 
But if they’ve had a lot of 
experience in hurricanes 
and disaster, it looks like 
they could come up with 
some kind of process that 
would work,” said Chambers 
C o u n t y  J u d g e  J i m m y 
Sylvia, the county’s chief 
administrator.
G ov.  R ick  Per r y  was 
so incensed at delays in 
sending cleanup crews to 
the rotting, city-size pile of 
waste that he angrily told 
reporters two weeks ago 
that he is going to have the 
state clean it up and then 
stick FEMA with the bill.
FEMA, whose very name 
became a bitter joke after the 
agency’s botched response 
to Hurricane Katrina in 
2005, said it is working as 
fast as it can considering 
the complex regulations and 
the need to guard against 
fraud and waste in the use 
of taxpayer dollars.
Ron Binder, Greek Life Director 
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 MUMBAI, India — India 
demanded Monday t hat 
Pakistan take “strong action” 
against those behind the 
deadly Mumbai at tacks, 
and Washington pressured 
Islamabad to cooperate with 
the investigation.
The only known surviving 
attacker told police that his 
group trained for months 
in camps operated by a 
banned Pakistani militant 
group, learning close-combat 
t e ch n ique s ,  e x p lo s i ve s 
training and other tactics for 
their three-day siege.
Teams from the FBI and 
Britain’s Scotland Yard met 
with top Indian police as 
they prepared to help collect 
evidence, a police official 
said.
Sold ier s  removed t he 
remaining bodies from the 
shattered Taj Mahal hotel, 
where the standoff finally 
ended Saturday morning, 
with at least 172 people dead 
and 239 wounded. The army 
had already cleared other 
siege sites, including the 
five-star Oberoi hotel and 
the Mumbai headquarters 
of an ultra-Orthodox Jewish 
group.
I nd ia’s  f i na nc ia l  hub 
returned to normal Monday 
to some degree, with parents 
dropping their children off 
at school and shopkeepers 
opening for the first time 
since the at tacks, which 
Indian authorities blamed on 
the banned Pakistani militant 
group Lashkar-e-Taiba. 
“I think this is the first 
Monday I am glad to be 
coming to work,” said Donica 
Trivedi, 23, an employee of a 
public relations agency.
Jewelry stores, clothing 
shops and food kiosks in a 
winding side street near the 
Jewish center were back in 
business. But the normally 
bust l ing street was half-
empty, and business owners 
said customers were slow in 
returning to an area so close 
to the violence.
T he  6 0 -hou r  at t ac k , 
apparently carried out by 10 
gunmen, exposed glaring 
weakness in India’s security 
forces and police. In the past 
two days, the country’s top 
law enforcement offi cial has 
resigned and two top state 
offi cials have offered to quit 
amid growing criticism that 
the attackers appeared better 
trained, better coordinated 
a nd bet ter  a r med t ha n 
police.
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh promised to strengthen 
maritime and air security 




10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Greene Street
Brothers of Nubian 
Descent meeting
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
RH, Room 302
AAAS meeting









6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
RH, Room 304
Campus Crusade for 
Christ prayer meeting
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
RH, Room 303
Pastafarians at USC 
meeting




7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
RH, Room 205
GAMMA meeting




7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Calcott, Room 003
Hillel meeting
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
RH, Room 205 
MONDAY, NOV. 24 
Unlawful communication, 11:30 a.m.
Russell House, 1400 Greene St.
An unknown suspect phoned in and 
threatened to cut the victim and one of her 
coworkers at the bus stop after work. The 
victim wishes to press charges and agreed to 
sign a warrant.
Reporting offi cer: G. Banfi eld
Petit larceny, 2:15 p.m.
Columbia Hall, 918 Barnwell St.
The victim was studying in the 11th fl oor 
study room and left for approximately 15 
minutes to get food from Gibbes Court at 
Capstone House. When the victim returned, 
she discovered that an unknown suspect had 
stolen her computer. The victim lost one 
black Gateway laptop and one pink 30 GB 
fl ash drive.
Estimated value: $949
Reporting of f icers: E. Huertas, Cpl. D. 
Byrum
Shoplifting, trespass after notice, 2:45 
p.m.
Russell House, 1400 Greene St.
A suspicious character was soliciting money 
from students. Douglas Lorenzo Adams had 
been placed under trespass notice in March 
after trying to steal a book from the Russell 
House bookstore. Adams was placed under 
arrest and transported to a holding facility. 
A search of Adams’ book bag uncovered four 
new clothing items with tags and no receipt, 
which had been taken from the Russell House 
bookstore. Charges were pressed.
Estimated value: $209
Reporting offi cer: G. Banfi eld
— Compiled by Staff Writer Kyle Moores 
Q: If you were trapped on a desert island and could 
only bring three things, what would they be?
A: A good book, a good friend and good food.
Q: What’s your personal motto?
A: Leave your campsite better than you found it.
Q: What’s your favorite part about your job?
A: Working with the students, just because when 
I think I’ve heard it all, they show me something 
new.
Q: If you could meet any famous person, dead or alive, 
who would it be?
A: I’ d want to meet the founder of my 
fraternity, Sigma Phi Epsilon, Carter Ashton 
Jenkins.
Q: What’s your favorite movie of all time and why?
A: Raiders of the Lost Ark.
Q: Where are you from originally?
A: Toledo, Ohio
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist 
— Th e Associated Press
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AIDS Awareness in America Forum at the 
RH Theater Wednesday at 6 p.m. 
“Got Tested?,” an event in which anyone 
can receive a free HIV test, will be held on 
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the 
Russell House’s third fl oor lobby.
Alison Guill, a third-year accounting 
student and another coach at the vigil , 
said she thinks people should not take 
this lightly or think that it can’t happen 
to them.
“It ’s important that people should 
know the stats because it could be that 
dangerous. It’s scary if people have it and 
don’t know about it,” she said. 
Student Body President Andrew Gaeckle, 
a fourth-year international studies student, 
gave a welcoming introduction for the 
occasion and expressed his thoughts about 
AIDS.
“It’s a somber event, but it’s great that 
the university takes the time to expose it 
and educate students on the issues,” he said. 
Gaeckle said he’s willing to advocate for 
the treatment and a safer environment. 
Some people at the vigil had lost family 
members to AIDS.
Frank W. A nderson, a pastor with 
Lutheran Campus Ministry, has been 
supporting AIDS awareness since 1984 
and lost a brother to the disease in 1990. 
“You wish this day wouldn’t exist, so 
we educate people so we can prevent it. 
South Carolina has some bad statistics, 
and nationally African American women 
are at a 66 percent risk,” he said.
Wednesday is RED Day at USC, in 
which everyone is urged to wear something 
red to show support for the cause. 
AIDS ● Continued from 1
leader in the world.”
He introduced Clinton 
fi rst, saying of his former 
presidential rival, “She 
possesses an extraordinary 
intelligence and toughness, 
a n d  a  r e m a r k a b l e 
work ethic. ... She is an 
American of tremendous 
stature who will have 
my complete confi dence, 
who knows many of the 
world’s leaders, who will 
com ma nd re spec t  i n 
every capital and who will 
clearly have the ability 
to advance our interests 
around the world.”
“I am proud to join you 
... and may God bless you 
and our great country,” the 
former first lady said in a 
brief turn at the lectern.
G at e s ’s  p r e s e nc e  i n 
Chicago made him a visible 
symbol of the transit ion 
in power f rom t he old 
administration to the new.
T he pre s ident-e lec t , 
reprising a campaign vow, 
sa id he would g ive the 
mil itar y a new mission 
as soon as he takes office: 
“responsibly ending the war 
in Iraq through a successful 
transition to Iraqi control.” 
I n  h i s  a n nou nc e me nt 
remarks, he did not mention 
his oft-repeated pledge to 
withdraw most U.S. combat 
troops within 16 months, 
although he referred to it 
in response to a question 
several moments later.
Obama said he would make 
Rice, his pick for the U.N., a 
member of the Cabinet, an 
increase in stature from the 
Bush era.
C l i n t o n ,  H o l d e r , 
Napolitano and Rice all 
require confi rmation by the 
Senate.
Jones, as a White House 
offi cial, does not. Nor does 
Gates, already confi rmed to 
his post.
At a news conference, 
Obama expressed sympathy 
for the victims of the terror 
at tack s in Mumbai but 
declined to say whether the 
Indian government would 
be just if ied in pursuing 
ter ror ist s  in nex t-door 
Pakistan.
CLINTON ● Continued from 1
Pablo Martinez Monsivais / Associated Press
Obama designated Sen. Hillary Clinton as Secretary of State.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu
Christine Galligan / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Students show support for victims with lit candles at an AIDS vigil on the RH patio Monday.
World AIDS Day 2008 
WEDNESDAY
(Carolina) RED Day
Wear anything red to show support





10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
RH 3rd Floor Lobby
Sexual Health and Violence Prevention needs help collecting 14,600 canned food 
donations on Greene Street, one item for each person living with HIV in S.C. The 
donations will be given to Palmetto AIDS Life Support Services Food Pantry.
Sexual Health and Violence Prevention, SHARE Peers and various other campus and 
community sponsors collaborated for USC’s World AIDS Day 2008.  
— Information from a www.sa.sc.edu/shs/shvp/
 The AIDS vigil took place last night, but the time 
to take action against the spread of the disease is still 
in front of us. Thursday, free HIV testing will be 
available on the third fl oor of the Russell House. In a 
state that ranks seventh in the nation in new cases of 
HIV/AIDS, this is an important — and free — chance 
to do your part in the fi ght. 
There shouldn’t be any social stigma that keeps 
people away from the third fl oor of the Russell House 
Thursday. Even if you don’t 
consider yourself at risk, 15 
minutes isn’t too much of an 
investment for protection 
— both for yourself and 
any sexual partner(s) you 
may have.
I t  b o i l s  d o w n  t o 
responsibility. It’s not simply an inconvenience. If 
you choose to be sexually active, you have a moral 
responsibility to maintain knowledge of your health, 
especially if it could affect others.
Most importantly, getting tested for HIV shouldn’t 
carry negative connotations. Many people don’t 
get tested because they don’t want to be seen. 
Unfortunately, people tend to ask “Why is Suzie 
getting tested for HIV?” rather than “Why am I not 
getting tested?” 
The natural assumption is that the only people who 
need to get tested for HIV are people who engage 
in risky behaviors, particularly those which carry 
stigma — such as sexual activity or intravenous drug 
use. Believe it or not, HIV testing is not just for the 
promiscuous and drug-addicted. HIV testing is for 
everybody.  
Sour economy, dorm life 
shouldn’t put a damper 
on holiday celebration 
Colored lights, heinous 
h o m e m a d e  s w e a t e r s , 
f l avored  popcor n  a nd 
a plethora of t imeless , 
made-for-TV movies — it 
must be Christmas, the 
cheesiest time of the year.
Don’t get me wrong. 
I  love  C h r i s t ma s  a nd 
embrace it 
for a l l  the 
t a c k i n e s s 
and cornball 
f e e l -
goodness it 
has to offer. 
And in the 
s p i r i t  o f 
the holiday 
s e a s o n , 
I  w o u l d 
l i k e  t o 
propose the 
f o l l o w i n g 
l i s t  o f 
g u ide l i ne s  t hat  cou ld 
assist you in maximizing 
t he  u n re f i ned  s ide  of 
Christmas.
F i r s t  a nd  foremost , 
go overboard with the 
decorat ions .  We’re  i n 
college, and few of us own 
the luxury of a fancy house 
to dress up. Therefore, we 
embrace what we do have 
(cramped spaces shared 
with one or more other 
parties) and cram as much 
holiday spirit as we can 
into our dorm rooms and 
apartments. 
Ch r i s t mas  t ree s  a re 
optional, but lights are a 
necessity, so use as many 
as your living quarters will 
allow. If it feels like your 
dwelling is on the inside 
of a disco ball, then you’re 
on the right track. Next, 
shower your space with 
tinsel, wrapping it around 
ever y showing sur face 
your room has to offer. 
Follow this with the token 
stock ing tacked to the 
corkboard with care for 
the full effect of holiday 
decorat i ng  i n  s t udent 
housing. This will surely 
get you and your roommate 
(and your neighbors and 
their neighbors) into the 
Christmas spirit.
Next, host a party in 
your newly decorated pad 
— and for full effect, go 
with a theme. The most 
popular this year appears to 
be “Tacky Sweater Party,” 
which will fi nally get some 
use out of those mothball-
r id d e n  m o n s t r o s i t i e s 
that your Aunt Gertrude 
sends you every Dec. 25. 
Play it up and make the 
most of being out of style 
by pa ir ing the sweater 
with those awesome ‘80s 
windbreaker pants or (even 
better) Mom Jeans. 
For music  selec t ion, 
go with the mix CD of 
Christmas classics that 
f e a t u r e s  s o u ndt r a c k s 
from the movies we’ve all 
grown up watching during 
December — “Rudolph 
the Red Nosed Reindeer,” 
“The Year  W it hout  A 
Santa Claus” and of course 
“How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas.” 
Ever yone k nows t he 
words, and even the most 
humbug friend you have 
will be belting out “You’re 
a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” 
before the night is over (but 
we might have to attribute 
that to the eggnog instead 
of the song).
Fina l ly,  shower your 
friends with gifts. This 
is the season of giv ing, 
but the economic mood 
swings make it hard to 
budget excessive presents. 
However, we shouldn’t let 
the little things like the 
stock market mess with 
our good time. Focus on 
finding what makes your 
fr iends laugh, and pick 
it up at the dollar store. 
They won’t care how much 
you spend — the gift alone 
shows that you care. And if 
you can make them laugh 
in the process, that present 
is going to be a guaranteed 
favorite. 
It’s been a long, hard 
year for most of us, but 
Christmas is the perfect 
time to ignore the bad and 
emphasize the good. Focus 
on the fun instead of the 




HIV testing shouldn’t 
carry negative stigma 
15 minutes isn’t 









Slacking off  
won’t cut it 
in collegiate 
environment
Procrastination may have 
worked during high school, 
won’t do for serious study
As my first semester at 
USC is coming to a close, 
I’ve been asked by a few of 
my peers from home how I 
managed to keep everything 
so  ba la nced .  T hey  a re 
curious as to 
w h y  I  h a v e 
better grades 
in college than 
in high school. 
I  can on ly 
r e s p o n d  b y 
saying this is 
my life. In high 
school you are 
e x p e c t e d  to 
graduate. Not 
to say that a 
d i p l o m a  i s 
just handed to 
someone, but in my personal 
opinion not much work is 
required to walk across the 
stage. As long as you pay 
attention and go to class, 
most people should be on 
the honor roll. For some 
people it is not as easy, but 
regardless most people get 
it done. 
On the other hand, college 
is a whole dif ferent ball 
game. Just showing up for 
class and paying attention 
cannot even cover the bare 
minimum of what it takes 
to finish up here. College 
is a job, a career or even a 
life choice, if you will. One 
cannot expect grades to 
be handed out as they may 
have been in high school. A 
person must prepare, and it 
shouldn’t be last minute. 
The learning experiences 
acquired in college build 
on each other. Most, if not 
all, of the classes a person 
will take while here can be 
interwoven and relate. With 
all this information, the last 
thing you would want to do 
is to procrastinate.
Though procrastination 
is a very popular choice, it 
is not a very healthy one 
when it comes to academics. 
Procrastination was actually 
a favorite choice of mine 
until I came to college. That 
is only because I knew I could 
get away with it from grade 
school through high school. 
The demands that this fi rst 
semester would requ ire 
came to a head — fast. Soon 
I realized that my education 
was more important than 
every social event that was 
going on, and I had to take 
responsibility to adequately 
prepare for classes. The fi rst 
and most important step was 
to end my procrastination.
There is no better time 
to study than now. Many 
people say the reason they 
wait until the last minute 
is because they work better 
u nder  pre s su re .  I  a l so 
learned in a psycholog y 
class that procrastinators 
are perfectionists, so if they 
wait until right before the 
deadline they won’t have 
to fiddle around with little 
details. Wouldn’t you think 
an even more rewarding 
feel ing would be to get 
everything done on time and 
make it perfect?
The last thing I am trying 
to do is get on my high horse 
and rant about what a dork 
I am. All I am trying to say 
is that properly preparing 
my sel f  made school  i n 
general a whole lot easier. 
Learning is fun — especially 
when you care about what 
it is, such as your major. So 
don’t put off what it is you 
care about.
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Christmas deserves festive spirit
RESISTANCE IS FUTILE
Record industry, artists 
present absurd lifestyles 
where possessions rule
If you consider artists 
that you like, what are 
some of the things they 
talk about? The popular 
image on telev ision is 
to make money and sell 
drugs, which many artists 
today embrace.
Anyone can sell drugs 
as long as 
y o u  h a v e 
c l i e nt e le . 
T a k i n g 
pride in the 
f a c t  t h a t 
y o u  c a n 
d ist r ibute 
something 
in demand 
is fool ish. 
W h e t h e r 
y o u  a r e 
p o o r  o r 
w e a l t h y , 
b l a c k  o r 
wh ite ,  t he  ment a l it y 
o f  s e l l i n g  d r u g s  f or 
qu ic k  mone y  a f f ec t s 
everyone negatively. A 
few thousand dollars is 
not bad, but in the long 
run, there is potent ial 
for one to make more 
money legally. In some 
cases, it is necessary to 
do so in order to eat, but 
I am talk ing about the 
fake musicians who talk 
themselves up.
Today you can walk 
around and see that some 
people clearly have put 
their confi dence and faith 
in material items, and if 
someone challenges their 
character they have very 
l it t le to fa l l  back on. 
Those who have put their 
faith in popular values, 
money a nd d r ug s  no 
longer shine their light 
to their full potential.
S o m e  o f  u s  t o d a y 
unknowingly see such 
art ist s and dealers on 
telev is ion as t he new 
reverends a nd forget 
that real conversations 
provoke thought and lead 
us to better lifestyles. Do 
not get me wrong — I 
know that such art ists 
are making money, and 
it is a business, but the 
w ide l y  w h i t e - ow ne d 
record industry, along 
with the typical cookie-
cutter artist, has turned 
the art of music into a 
business of drug dealing 
and new dance crazes. 
Fo o l i s h l y  a c c e p t i n g 
record contracts because 
they are being paid, the 
artist conforms his or her 
music to what is popular 
and what the record label 
says, making the artist a 
puppet or a slave to the 
industry, in a sense. 
I wi l l  admit though 
there are artists like Lil 
Wayne, Jay-Z and Nas 
who st il l maintain the 
skill of lyrical freestyles, 
but what is not widely 
known is that such artists 
st i l l  admit that Tal ib 
Kwel i is the f reest yle 
k ing. I know very few 
have  hea rd h i s  na me 
before, but this is because 
his lyrics deal with social 
issues and not being a 
rock star.
We need to bring music 
back to talking about real 
social injustices that still 
exist today and relinquish 
sly drug references that 
most do not catch. Music 
provokes emotions and 
f i l l s  a  vo id  i n  m a ny 
people’s lives, yet this is 
what is cool to listen to 
these days. I know that 
f rom meet ing people 
you can tell a lot about a 
person by the music that 
the person listens to.
Artists like Talib Kweli 
and Immortal Technique 
keep issues of injustice 
on the forefront of their 
music and make it known 
that someone with an 
educat ion is far more 
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 Ben Folds’ third solo album, “Way To 
Normal,” showcases the ironic singer-
songwriter’s usual wares, such as clever 
lyrics backed up by the piano. However, 
this album, more so than his previous 
“Songs For Silverman,” emphasizes 
especially his ability to satirize what 
society may consider “normal.”
Folds spends the majority of the 
album mocking the celebrity idolatry, 
plastic surgery and text messaging that 
are prevalent today. The theme of Folds’ 
latest release focuses on and pokes fun 
at the general emptiness of life due to 
modern conveniences and attitudes.
In “The Frown Song,” Folds sings 
about how a cynical, negative attitude 
has become fashionable today, as 
people in general are less thankful 
and appreciative for what they already 
have. At one point he sings, “Hard to 
remember how we managed before . . 
. the Anthropologie store was erected 
on Indian burial ground,” making fun 
of the rich and famous who act as if life 
without all its modern amenities is a 
diffi cult struggle.
Folds’ i ronic humor is present 
throughout almost the entire album, 
excluding a few more serious and 
heartbreaking tracks. His penchant for 
profanity also appears throughout the 
album, especially in the very fast-paced 
and humorous song “The Bitch Went 
Nuts,” about a breakup gone awry. It 
is in this song that Folds uses what are 
certainly the most offensive words one 
can think of, probably for shock value 
more so than their actual contribution 
to the lyrics.
The majority of tracks on “Way 
To Normal” are more up-tempo than 
Folds’ previous sound. He also utilizes 
synthesizers and distortion on this 
album, which add to the fast pace of 
many of the songs. The piano melodies 
are much more upbeat on this album 
than previously, giving songs with 
satirical lyrics a cheery and happy feel, 
which furthers the ironic effect Folds 
seems to be going for.
That’s not to say there aren’t a few 
slow songs. The piano played on its 
own in the beginning “Kylie From 
Connecticut” is beautiful and sets the 
mood of the serious and sad ballad.
A highlight of the album is Folds’ duet 
with Regina Spektor on the fi rst single 
of the album, “You Don’t Know Me,” a 
song about a couple in a stagnant and 
empty relationship. Regina’s breathy 
vocals couple nicely with Folds’, and the 
catchy beat behind the singing make 
this song very fun and light-hearted 
compared to some of the other tracks.
Folds uses many pop culture allusions 
on this album, at one point even 
referencing Lisa Nowak, the crazed 
astronaut charged with attempted 
murder after reportedly driving for 
hours in diapers to her lover’s home. 
Folds’ fi xation with citing pop culture 
shows he has a strong distaste for 
modern societal values — or that he 
just likes to make fun of them.
O n “ Way  To  Nor m a l”  Fold s 
showcases all the talent listeners already 
knew he had. Folds proves he can still 
dole out beautiful and heartfelt ballads 
alongside satiric pop melodies, though 
it is essentially nothing groundbreaking 
for him. “Way To Normal” is new, but 
it is not different for Folds. 
Ashley Warren
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Third album features expected satire, 
social commentary, cynical style
“Way To Normal”
Ben Folds
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Ben Folds shows the ‘way’
Rick Wood / MCT Campus
Ben Folds recent release features more piano melodies than previous albums 
yet still produces a cheery and upbeat feel, even amongst the profanities.
C o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s  s t o r y ?  E - m a i l 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Fans of the bizarrely original mind of 
acclaimed cult director David Lynch should 
fi nd themselves salivating this holiday with 
the release of the 10-disc “David Lynch: 
The Lime Green Set” DVD collection .
Ly nch ,  who ha s  been cont i nua l ly 
singled out as one of the most artistic and 
cerebral American f ilmmakers working 
today, personally oversaw the assemblage 
of this set, which is distributed through his 
company Absurda .
The box set focuses heavily on his early 
work, featuring a remastered edition of 
his cult classic “Eraserhead” accompanied 
with a separate disc of that fi lm’s unique, 
terrifying soundtrack.
Lynch’s Academy Award-nominated 
drama “The Elephant Man,” about the 
horribly disf igured Joseph Merrick and 
the doctor who tries to help save his life, 
gets new life with a second disc of extras. 
The only previous available edition was an 
extras-free DVD from Paramount.
Also included is 1986 crime classic “Blue 
Velvet,” arguably his best f ilm, with a 
new 5.1 surround sound mix personally 
supervised by the director .
“Wild at Heart,” which won Lynch the 
coveted Palme d’Or Best Picture prize at 
the 1990 Cannes Film Festival, also gets a 
second disc featuring over 30 deleted and 
extended scenes . This missing footage has 
been discussed at length by Lynch but never 
available for fans until this release.
For the pure Lynch cultist, the collection 
puts together all of his short films. “The 
Short Films of David Lynch,” which was 
previously released in 2006 , contains six 
shorts spanning from Lynch’s early days at 
the American Film Institute to his recent 
experiments. They provide a deeper glimpse 
into his artistic versatility. The set also 
includes his collection of animated shorts, 
“Dumbland,” from 2002 .
The other real treasure of the collection 
is the DVD debut of “Industrial Symphony 
No. 1,” a fi lmed version of a play written 
and directed by Lynch in 1990 that attempts 
to visualize a woman’s nightmares after her 
boyfriend leaves her .
Aside from the stunning set design, 
the filmed play also features music from 
vocalist Julee Cruise and composer Angelo 
Badalamenti , whose partnerships with 
Lynch would later form the foundation for 
much of the unique music in his much-loved 
television series “Twin Peaks.”
Rounding off the set is a 40-page book 
of collectible photos from across Lynch’s 
career.
The set is not geared toward the casual 
Lynch fan, and all of the feature fi lms are 
available to buy separately. Special editions 
of “Blue Velvet” and “Eraserhead” were 
made available very recently and already 
feature great transfers.
With a steep retail price of $179.99, it is 
hard not to feel like The Lime Green Set 
is the latest in a bad trend of studios asking 
buyers to double-dip, but by combining 
a wide variety of Lynch’s most art ist ic 
early work, it actually serves as the most 
comprehensive set available yet to tap 
into the overwhelming creativity of the 
director.
For old fans who may already own most 
everything in the box, it seems an expensive 
resell, but for viewers just discovering 
Lynch, The Lime Green Set promises to be 





‘The Lime Green Set’ provides 
comprehensive collection of Lynch’s works, 
many hours of bonus footage
David Lynch releases extensive box set
Lionel Hahan/ MCT Campus
David Lynch took a very hands-on 
approach to his latest compilation release.
 The days of “Mr. Brightside,” “Somebody Told Me” 
and “When You Were Young” are gone, and in their 
new release “Day and Age,” The Killers explore new 
territory with expansive production, retro synthesizing 
and instrumental experimentation. 
Frontman Brandon Flowers and the band teamed up 
with Brit synthpop producer Stuart Price to create a 
backdrop of electronic fusion to the band’s established 
indie rock sound.
“Human,” the most approachable of the experimental 
smorgasbord, is Bono-philosophical and expansive. The 
chorus: “Are we human / Or are we dancer?” questions 
whether we have the capacity to act as individuals or if we 
act like string-controlled puppets, or dancers. Searching 
for the answer on “the platform of surrender,” Flowers 
knows “My sign is vital / My hands are cold.” The retro 
‘80s beat and epic melody make the track an automatic 
hit.
“I Can’t Stay” is an island sultry track with a traditional 
rock hook and an odd mixture of Hawaiian percussion, 
saxophone and harp. The beginning starts with a pulsing 
rock bass and Flowers’ typical Killers-synthesized vocals 
singing, “The emotion it was electric / And the stars, 
they all aligned.” One by one, the unusual instruments 
come in, introducing the tropical-rock theme. The 
instrumental combination works surprisingly well, giving 
an optimistic, fun feel to the lyrics of departure: “I can’t 
stay much longer / Riding my decision home / In the 
dark. ”
Although not entirely pop radio material, “Spaceman” 
is one of the more catchy tunes on the album. It’s a silly 
account of getting abducted by aliens: “It started with a 
low light / Next thing I knew they ripped me from my 
bed / And then they took my blood type / It left a strange 
impression in my head .” The beginning “oh, oh, ohs” 
are almost mockingly good before Flowers begins. His 
shaky vocals come through awkwardly, especially during 
the poorly composed melody of the pre-chorus before he 
gets backup help in the chorus. The cryptic message of 
the chorus admits different perspectives of the incident: 
Haley Dreis
STAFF WRITER
Addition of electronic elements, including 
synthesizers, gives more experimental fl air to tracks
“Day and Age”
The Killers
★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Th e Killers release new 
album ‘Day and Age’
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
R A L E IG H ,  N.C .  — 
Started with a meager print 
run more than a decade ago, 
alternative country magazine 
No Depression helped launch 
the careers of Ryan Adams 
and Wilco. As it picked up 
subscribers and advertising 
dollars, it also exposed fans 
to country stalwarts whose 
radio airplay dwindled while 
the genre went pop.
But the declining fortunes 
of both the magazine and 
music industries made the 
bimonthly publication too 
difficult to sustain, and its 
editors shut it down after its 
May/June issue this year.
Now, No Depression is 
back. And while the format 
has changed,  t he focus 
rema i ns  on a lter nat ive 
c o u nt r y  —  “ w h at e v e r 
that is,” as its editors said. 
It  w i l l  come out  t w ice 
a year as a “bookazine” 
with no advertising that’s 
complemented by a Web 
site.
“We had a pretty large 
outpouring of sentiment and 
support,” said coeditor Peter 
Blackstock , who l ives in 
Mebane, N.C. “That’s partly 
why we started looking at 
other ways we might be able 
to continue. There’s still a 
communit y there — we 
weren’t losing readership.”
Founded in 1995 by three 
friends in Seattle, the name 
No Depression came from a 
Carter Family song covered 
in 1990 by the seminal alt-
country band Uncle Tupelo , 
whose descendants Son Volt 
and Wilco were profiled in 
its fi rst few issues.
The Ryan Adams-fronted 
Whiskeytown was on an 
early cover, and violinist 
Caitlin Cary — described 
in one article as “the serene 
presence next to Adams’ 
rambunct ious ant ics” — 
said she only realized years 
later the importance of the 
magazine’s story.
“They gave real time — 
real paragraphs and pages — 
real insight into music that 
most other music magazines 
simply couldn’t or wouldn’t 
touch,” she wrote in an 
e-mail.
W hen Blackstock and 
partners Grant Alden and 
Kyla Fairchild shut down the 
magazine this past summer, 
No Depression had about 
30,000 subscribers . That was 
well above the 2,000 copies 
printed for the fi rst issue , but 
the advertising that paid the 
bills — especially from the 
music industry that provided 
much of  it s  magaz ine’s 
support — had dried up.
As one of the magazine’s 
r e p o r t e r s  w r o t e  t o 
Blackstock: “It’s one failing 
industry covering another 
failing industry. What could 
go wrong?”
The loss was lamented. 
During its run, No Depression 
featured artists whom the 
country establishment had 
passed by in its rush to the 
more com merc ia l  pop-
country from artists such 
as Garth Brooks. Porter 
Wagoner, Marty Stuart , 
Kris Kristofferson, Lucinda 
Williams, Rodney Crowell 
— No Depression embraced 
them all after they dropped 
off popular Nashville’s radar.
Those artists, Blackstock 
said, “may have at one time 
or another had a moment 
of big stardom in country 
music.
“ B u t  t h e  w a y  t h a t 
country radio morphed into 
something that was l ike 
contemporary pop music, 
there wasn’t any room for 
these people that were classic 
country,” he said. “They did 
drift into the fringes.”
T he  ne w  v e r s io n  o f 
No Depression is more of 
a journal, printed on large 
format 8.5 by 11 inch paper 
that will hold the long-form 
stories — as much as 10,000 
words — that readers of the 
magazine remember. The 
first issue, printed by the 
University of Texas Press, 
was released in October and 
focused on the regeneration of 
the roots music community, 
with a cover story on Abigail 
Washburn & the Sparrow 
Quartet .
Since the bookazine has 
no ads, the only money it 
will generate is from sales 
at $20 an issue. The Web 
site — which focuses on 
immediate events and shorter 
stories, and won’t have much 
crossover with the journal — 
will sell ads.
“We’re trying to piece 
together streams of income 
that add up to something 
entirely different than the 
business model we used 
previously,” Blackstock said. 
“We don’t know yet if we can 
make money doing this.”
The art ists who share 
t he  magaz i ne’s  l ack  of 
overwhelming commercial 
success are thrilled.
“Gi l l ia n  Welch say s , 
‘We’re gonna do it anyway, 
even if it doesn’t pay,’ and 
that’s just the truth,” Cary 
said. “Good music gets made 
because it has to be made, 
just like good writers will 
write about it because they’re 
compelled to. ...
“Real ly we’re a l l  st i l l 
walking hand-in-hand: if No 
Depression found a creative 
solution for going forward, so 
can musicians — you know, 
because we have to.”
 
Martha Waggoner
Th e Associated Press
‘No Depression’ pilots 
‘bookazine’ approach 
to print edition
Alt-country magazine back with new 
format, unchanged coverage focus
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“Jane Austen? Why I go so far as to say that any library 
is a good library that does not contain a volume by Jane 
Austen. Even if it contains no other book.”
— Mark Twain
 
Christmas time and the new year send 
television into overdrive with specials and 
holiday-themed episodes. What stands 
out? Here’s a look at noteworthy programs 
and a countdown to the most special of all 
specials:            
 “House,” 
8  p . m . 
D e c .  9 
on Fox : 
Dr.  Gregor y House 
( Hugh Lau r ie)  i s  a 
modern Scrooge. But in 
this episode, Fox says, 
“House gives a clinic 
patient an unbelievable 
holiday gift and keeps 
the team guessing about who may have sent 
him a particularly thoughtful Christmas 
gift.” Executive producer Katie Jacobs 
promises, “The Christmas episode really 
has a very satisfying surprise for Cuddy 
and House in a personal kind of way.” The 
episode is titled “Joy to the World.”
“Greatest Holiday Moments: 
S o n g s  o f  t h e  S e a s o n 
Countdown,” 8 p.m. Dec. 12 
on NBC: This special looks 
at beloved renditions. The selections range 
from Gene Autry’s “Frosty the Snowman” 
and Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas” to 
John Lennon’s “Happy Christmas” and 
Mariah Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas 
Is You.”
“Lit t le Spir it :  Christmas 
i n  N e w  Yo r k ,”  8  p . m . 
Dec. 10 on NBC: Duncan 
Sheik, composer of Spring 
Awakening, supplies the original songs in 
this new special. NBC says the special’s 
look mixes 3-D technology and traditional 
painting. The voices include Danny DeVito, 
Lucy Liu, Freddy Rodriguez, Brenda Song 
and NBC anchor Brian Williams.
9 
“Christmas in Washington,” 8 
p.m. Dec. 17 on TNT: Kristin 
Chenoweth of Pushing Daisies 
supplies Broadway pizazz. Julianne 
Hough of Dancing With the Stars brings 
the down-home country feel. Dr. Phil and 
Robin McGraw host this special, which will 
feature Darius Rucker, Casting Crowns 
and Straight No Chaser. The president and 
fi rst lady usually attend the concert, which 
benefits the National Children’s Medical 
Center.
8 “A Muppets Christmas: L e t t e r s to Santa,” 
8 p.m. Dec. 17 on 
NBC: In this new 
special, Kermit and 
his buddies race to 
get three letters to 
Mr. Claus. This new 
special features songs 
by Paul Will iams. 
T he  m a ny  g ue s t 
stars include Uma 
Thurman, Whoopi 
G o l d b e r g ,  J a n e 
K rakowsk i ,  Je s se 
L .  Mar t in ,  Steve 
Schirripa and Tony 
“Paul ie Walnuts” 
Sirico.
7 “Christmas in Rockefeller Center,” 8 p.m. Wednesday on NBC: Al Roker hosts. The performers will include Tony Bennett, Faith Hill, 
Beyonce, Jonas Brothers, Harry Connick 
Jr., “American Idol” victor David Cook, 
Rosie O’Donnell and Rascal Flatts. The 
high point is usually the Christmas tree 
lighting.
6 “Shrek the Halls,” 8 p.m. Monday on ABC: Have you ever seen a gingerbread man throw up? A cooked turkey dance in a parade? 
Clever sight gags abound in this tart special. 
The story: Shrek is uptight. Villagers fret 
over preparations. A party falls apart. The 
best-laid holiday plans can go horribly 
wrong. ABC will repeat the program at 8 
p.m. Dec. 22.
5 “Kennedy Center Honors,” 9 p.m. Dec. 30 on CBS: TV’s classiest awards show will tape Dec. 7. Caroline Kennedy serves 
as host. The deserving honorees are Pete 
Townshend and Roger Daltrey of The 
Who, country great George Jones, actor 
Morgan Freeman, choreographer Twyla 
Tharp and singer-actress-director Barbra 
Streisand. You’re going to hear “People” 
and “The Way We Were.”
4 “A Christmas Story,” Dec. 24 on TBS: A 24-hour marathon begins at 8 p.m. on Christmas Eve. Jean Shepherd narrates this 1983 movie 
based on his memoir. It’s the story of a boy 
(Peter Billingsley), a Red Ryder BB gun 
and some priceless comedy. Let us all give 
thanks for Darren McGavin and Melinda 
Dillon, who play the parents.
3 “ R u d o lp h  t he  R e d - No s e d Reindeer,” 8 p.m. Wednesday on CBS: Best reason to watch? The glorious voice of Burl Ives. The 
“Animagic” special, a favorite since 1964, 
has been digitally remastered. But the story 
hasn’t changed. Rudolph and his pals still 
scurry to save Christmas. 
2 “It’s a Wonderful Life,” 8 p.m. Dec. 13 on NBC: George Bailey (James Stewart) learns what life in Bedford Falls would have been like 
if he had never lived. Frank Capra directed 
this 1946 fantasy, which features v ital 
contributions from Donna Reed, Lionel 
Barrymore and Henry Travers. NBC will 
repeat the movie at 8 p.m. Dec. 24.
1 “A Charlie B r o w n Christmas,” 8 p.m. Dec. 
8  on  A BC:  T h i s 
b e love d  s p e c i a l , 
wh ich f i r st  a i red 
in 1965, has been 
digitally remastered. 
T h e  p r o g r a m 
remains a  c lass ic 
for  it s  beg u i l i ng 
simplicity and the 
message imparted 
by Linus. ABC will repeat the special at 8 
p.m. Dec. 16. 
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Television specials for festive season 






“The song maker says, ‘It ain’t so bad’ / 
The dream maker’s gonna make you mad / 
The spaceman says, ‘Everybody look down. 
It’s all in your mind.’ ”
“ Joy  R ide”  brea k s  out  t he  Lat i n 
percussion, retro bass and saxophone. The 
scene is set: driving into the sundown with 
a beautiful girl through the Sierra Desert. 
The upbeat groove speaks of leaving your 
worries behind: “When your chips are 
down / When your highs are low / Joy 
ride.” Lyrically, the song is not especially 
provocative, but the feel-good ethnic beat 
makes the song worthy of a driving-with-
the-top-down listen.
Ghost ly eer ie “Goodnight , Travel 
Well” brings the album to a close. The 
epic orchestral beginning of low brass 
and percussive t icking is mysteriously 
strange. As the eerie strings enter in the 
chorus, “There’s nothing I can say/There’s 
nothing we can do now” the track proves 
as an excellent pick for a horror fl ick. The 
pessimistic realization of mortality (“This 
temporary f lesh and bone / We know 
that it’s over now”) ignites fear of “The 
unknown distance to the great beyond.” 
Some tracks are provocative, but on some 
tracks, you’re just like “What were they 
thinking here?” But when you remember 
Flowers’ wildly outlandish personality and 
lyricism, the experimental nature of the 
album begins to make sense.
“Day and Age” st il l has the varied, 
catchy, yet explorative vibe that Killers 
fans remember from their 2006 release 
“Sam’s Town.” Most tracks are provocative, 
but they need to lay low on the heavy 
production and synthesizers if they want to 
make a serious comeback.
 
THE KILLERS ● Continued from 5
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
Special to The Daily Gamecock
The Killers’ new release receives a polarized reaction from fans. It features some 
provocative tracks, while others seem quite blasé. Overall, it proves catchy and interesting.
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
Spurned ◆ By Jarad Greene / Th e Daily Gamecock
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VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NIGHT
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
HUMBOLDT COUNTY
6 p.m. and 8 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
CHRISTMAS ON THE POTOMAC
free
Thomas Cooper Library
TOWN OF IRMO ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING 
CEREMONY
6 p.m., free
Irmo Town Park, 7330 Carlisle St.
TOMORROW




MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
JCVD
3 p.m. and 6 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
FAREWELL FLIGHT, SLEEPY EYE GIANT, BITTER 
SUITE, THE COVER OF AFTERNOON
7:30 p.m., $5 Over 21/$8 Under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
 
ARIES Your routine 
works well, so keep doing 
what you do to bring the 
mone y  i n .  Ta ke  more 
re sponsibi l it y.  It ’ l l  be 
available. 
TAURUS Continue 
to manage your resources 
carefully. This is the theme 
of the month. Eventually, 
with all the wise choices 
you make, everything will 
work out fi ne. 
GEMINI A person 
who doesn’t agree with you 
isn’t necessarily right, but 
sometimes passion carries 
more weight than rational 
analysis.
CANCER You always 
have tell the truth, but you 
don’t always have to be 
tell ing it. So keep quiet 
about what you’re doing. 
Maintain the mystery.
LEO  Use experts to 
help you come up with ideas 
if you fi nd yourself running 
out. You shouldn’t have to 
think of everything and, 
anyway, you couldn’t. 
VIRGO Duty calls, 
although you’re not quite 
ready to go back to work. 
You can put the call on hold 
for a while, but you’ll have 
to respond pretty soon..
LIBRA The confusion 
s t a r t s  to  c lea r,  a s  you 
realign with your primary 
objectives. Make lists, if 
necessary.
SCORPIO  Gather 
more information before 
you go on your shopping 
spree. You don’t want to get 
the wrong thing and have to 
take it back. 
SAGITTARIUS 
You have the ability to see 
the big picture relatively 
easily. You watch trends and 
like to get into a comfortable 
position. 
CAPRICORN Find 
what you need in your own 
cupboards, garage, attic and 
basement. Dig through that 
stuff you’ve been saving. 
AQUARIUS  You 
have a picture in your mind 
of how you want things to 
be. Draw up a few sketches 
to go with your lists
PISCES Your dreams 
should be very interesting. 
You’ll be able to solve puzzles 





10 One of the Trumans
14 Sword handle





21 Coat with gold
22 Iditarod landscape
24 Team animal
26 Head of Hades
28 Pronto!
30 Way down












52 Merchant's fi gures




64 Son of Leah and 
Jacob







73 Warhol or Williams
DOWN
1 Bracelet bangle
2 Qaddafi 's land
3 Medicinal plants






















34 Gets with a ray gun
35 Aid in wrongdoing
36 Disorderly pile
38 Drink with 
crumpets
42 Like a smooth 
transition
45 Immediately, in 
the OR
49 Runs off to marry
51 Stagger
53 Miniature branch













1 2 3 4
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 If you had to guess what a USC student who 
is double-majoring in international business and 
marketing, not to mention working on a Spanish 
minor, did over Thanksgiving break, you would 
probably say studying or relaxing from a demanding 
semester. 
Not so for senior Brionna Dickerson . As a crucial 
member of the Carolina women’s basketball team, 
Dickerson travelled with her team to Cancun, 
Mexico, to play in the Cancun Thanksgiving Classic. 
The Gamecocks ended up winning the tournament, 
while Dickerson was named tournament MVP .
The victories during the tournament extended 
the team’s winning streak to three games, a great 
improvement from their 0-2 start to the season .
“It was so frustrating for all of us to have worked 
so hard and come up with that 0-2 record to start 
the season,” Dickerson said. “It definitely was a 
momentum builder for us to end up winning those 
next three games.”
Holding a starting position on an SEC team, 
as well as part icipating in the No. 1-ranked 
international business school in the country, 
Dickerson has experienced immense success both 
on the court and in the classroom.
However, her final year as a Gamecock this 
season is especially important to her. While in high 
school, Dickerson was a standout basketball player, 
scoring well over 3,000 points entering her senior 
year . Dreaming of making her mark in plenty of 
record books during her senior year, the star was 
forced to miss her entire senior season due to an 
injury.
“This year is so important to me because I didn’t 
play my senior year of high school,” Dickerson said. 
“I had so many chances to break so many different 
records that year, and I think it was a lesson for me 
to reevaluate myself as a player.” 
With her last year to play in high school snatched 
away, Dickerson wanted to have a great senior 
season as a collegiate athlete. The addition of new 
coach Dawn Staley gave the senior the spark she 
needed for a great season.
“With Coach Staley, it’s so much easier to 
evaluate myself again and fi gure out what I need 
to take it to the next level. She knows what it is 
that I need, and I want to grasp onto her as much 
as possible to get as much instruction from her 
before I leave,” Dickerson said. “Her knowledge 
and her experience overall, being both a coach and a 
player, has helped me learn more in these past three 
months than I have learned in these past three years 
of being here.”
Now five games into the season, the senior 
believes her coach’s drive to succeed has formed a 
more than capable team.
“Even though we do have a young team, I think 
we have a very good and talented team,” Dickerson 
said. “As long as we all continue to play hard and 
not take these games for granted, I think we’ll go 
very far this season.”
To go along with her high hopes for the team, 
Dickerson puts her personal goals on a high level 
as well. Graduating with qualified experience in 
International Business and a working knowledge of 
another language, she hopes to fi nd a job overseas 
that will allow her to work and play basketball at the 
same time. 
“All my options are really open right now,” 
Dickerson said.
Brionna Dickerson is the ideal definition of a 
student-athlete, successful and bright with plenty 
of potential from both an academic and an athletic 
viewpoint. 
Dickerson makes grade on, off court
Women’s basketball star splits attention 




Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Brionna Dickerson leads the Gamecocks with 10 ppg so far this season.Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Coming off their first loss in their first 
road game of the season, the South Carolina 
Gamecocks (4-1) will travel to New Jersey 
to take on the Princeton Tigers (2-2) for a 
Tuesday night basketball showdown at 7 p.m. 
It will be the Gamecocks’ second road 
game of their year, and their only non-home 
game in the month of December. Friday 
night, Carolina limped out of the College of 
Charleston game with their fi rst loss of the 
season .
“We probably would have never scheduled 
these games back-to-back if we had a choice, 
but at the same time I think this is the kind of 
challenge that we need, coming off the game 
that we had Friday,” head coach Darrin Horn 
said Monday afternoon.
Besides being on the road so far from home, 
Princeton offers a unique challenge to the 
Gamecocks in what has come to be known as 
the “Princeton Offense.” The offense relies 
on constant motion and fi nding open shots or 
backdoor cuts.
For coach Horn, little will change in what 
South Carolina does defensively.
“I think we’re going to do what we do. 
Are some things going to be more important 
because of how they play? Sure,” Horn said.
Horn offered a short comparison between 
Princeton and the College of Charleston.
“In terms of playing a lot of guys, yes [they 
are similar]. In terms of having some big 
guys that can step out and do some things, 
I would say yes. In terms of how they play 
and that type of thing, they are very different 
basketball teams,” Horn said.
The 82-80 overtime loss against the 
College of Charleston may lead to some 
opportunities for the Gamecocks to learn 
from their mistakes.
“We did not defend or rebound at a level 
that you have to for us to be our best and to 
have the opportunity to win a close game on 
the road, in a tough environment, and against 
a good basketball team,” Horn said.
Besides the road environment and the 
recent poor play by the Gamecocks, the 
absence of two key players will further 
complicate the game.
  Clemson and Tennessee 
unveiled their new football 
coaches Monday, introducing 
the men who will lead two 
of Carolina’s rivals for the 
foreseeable future.
After beating USC 31-14 
on Saturday, Dabo Swinney 
h ad  t he  “ i nt e r i m”  t a g 
removed from his title as 
Clemson announced that he 
will lead the Tigers for the 
2009 season. 
Swinney, 39 , had been at 
Clemson as wide receivers 
coach since 2003 and was 
tapped to replace Tommy 
Bowden in October when 
the longtime Clemson coach 
stepped down. Since then, 
the Tigers have gone 4-2, 
including wins over USC 
and ACC Atlantic Division 
champions Boston College . 
The win over USC cemented 
his spot at Death Valley for 
the coming year.
“[Swinney] is one of the 
bright young coaches in 
America. He took over a very 
diff icult situation for the 
last six games and showed 
me what  t y pe of  coach 
and leader he is,” Clemson 
athletic director Terry Don 
Phill ips said Monday. “I 
was very impressed by the 
way the team responded to 
his leadership. That spoke 
volumes for his abilit ies. 
We are proud to have him 
represent Clemson as our 
head football coach.”
Tennessee made national 
headlines by hiring 33-year-
old Lane Kiffin to replace 
longtime coach Phil Fulmer, 
who was fi red after a 27-6 loss 
to Carolina Nov. 1. Kiffin 
was eager to erase memories 
of recent disappointment for 
Volunteer fans.
“We’re happy to get out in 
the community and give our 
fans what they want,” Kiffi n 
said at a press conference 
Monday afternoon. 
Kiffin became the NFL’s 
youngest-ever coach when 
Oakland Raiders owner Al 
Davis hired him in 2007 . 
K if f in la sted just  more 
than a year, going 5-15 at 
the helm before personal 
tensions bet ween Dav is 
and himself led to Kiffin’s 
fi ring in September . Kiffi n, 
about six months younger 
than Northwestern’s Pat 
Fit zgera ld ,  w i l l  be  t he 
youngest coach in Division 
I .
Before his time in Oakland, 
Kiffin spent six years as an 
assistant coach under Pete 
Carroll at Southern Cal, 
including serving as offensive 
coordinator and recruiting 
coordinator in 2005 and 2006 . 
Kiffi n was instrumental in the 
recruitment and development 
of Heisman Trophy winners 
Matt Leinart and Reggie 
Bush . 
Coaching at Tennessee 
looks likely to be a family 
af fa ir for K if f in, as h is 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w,  U S C 
quar terbacks coach and 
rec r u it i ng  coord i nator 
David Reaves, announced 
his resignation Sunday after 
seven years in Columbia, 
reportedly to take a position 
at Tennessee .
“We also appreciate the job 
David has done,” USC coach 
Steve Spurrier said. “He had 
a wonderful opportunity 
presented to him and will be 
moving on. We wish him the 
best.”
Kiffin is also rumored to 
be working on bringing his 
father, former N.C. State 
coach and legendary Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers defensive 
coordinator Monte Kiffi n, to 
work under him as defensive 
coordinator at Tennessee . 
Monte Kiffi n is most famous 
for popularizing the Cover 
2 defense and coaching the 
outstanding defensive unit 
Men try to rebound from loss,
head to New Jersey to face perennial 





USC to face Tigers
Swinney, Kiffi  n take over
Clemson, Tennessee 
unveil new coaches as two 
assistants leave Carolina 
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Branden Conrad and the Gamecocks will head north to take on Princeton Tuesday.
Wade Payne / The Associated Press
Lane Kiffi n takes over a losing Tennessee football team.BASKETBALL ● 9
COACHES ● 9
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21  N AT I O N A L G UA R D R D •  8 03 . 2 52 . 2634  •  W W W.U OA K S .CO M
$35 MOVE-IN + SHUTTLE + ROOMMATE MATCHING
INDIVIDUAL LEASES + 24-HOUR FITNESS CENTER 
COMPUTER LAB + HUGE CLUBHOUSE
RESORT STYLE SWIMMING POOL + HOT TUB
BASKETBALL & SAND VOLLEYBALL COURT
TVS INCLUDED + CABLE & INTERNET INCLUDED
N O W  L E A S I N G
 As I sat in the press box at 
Memorial Stadium in Clemson 
on Saturday, I quickly began to 
learn one huge detail about the 
Carolina-Clemson rivalry.
M a y b e  i t 
h it  me when 
the score went 
f inal and the 
all-time series 
record of 65-37-
4 was f lashed 
throughout the 
s t ad iu m a nd 
s t ayed  t here 
until I left late 
in the evening.
M a y b e  i t 
w a s  w h e n  I 
sat in their press conference 
room, where I saw a picture of 
former Clemson wide receiver 
Rod Gardner catching his 
infamous push-off touchdown 
against USC in 2000 on the 
wall.
E i t her  w ay,  C lem s on 
dominates this rivalry based 
on the simple fact that they 
want it more.
Year after year, I see the 
same thing happen between 
the two schools. When the 
leaves are green and the air 
is still warm at the fi rst game 
of the season, the Tigers are 
already talking about their 
game with USC while the 
Gamecocks are just focused on 
the opponent they’re playing. 
Sure, I understand that 
your team should never look 
ahead to a team or overlook 
the opponent it ’s play ing 
against that weekend. But 
to dismiss what lies ahead 
entirely is something that’s 
plagued Carolina for years. 
Maybe that’s based on the fact 
that Clemson has no exciting 
league games to look forward 
to in a weak league while USC 
plays Georgia, Florida and 
Tennessee every year. But that 
shouldn’t be an excuse.
I must admit that when 
Steve Spurrier was hired, I 
was elated. I knew the head 
ball coach would do big things 
for a program that has been 
perennially stuck in neutral 
since the Depression. I knew 
that coach would recruit hard, 
bring a winning attitude to 
Williams-Brice, and shower 
the Gamecocks with glory 
season after season.
But two key things have me 
concerned about where the 
program is setting its sights.
One of the f irst things 
Spurrier did when he arrived 
was remove ever y “Beat 
Clemson” sticker on the walls 
and in the locker rooms of 
Williams-Brice Stadium.
L a t e r  o n ,  S p u r r i e r 
emphasized to the media and 
Carolina faithful that Clemson 
was “just another game” and 
no more important than the 
team’s conference tilts. 
As the seasons progressed, 
Spurrier added that winning 
c o n f e r e n c e  g a m e s  w a s 
Carolina’s top priority, and 
that success in-conference was 
more important than beating 
Clemson.
Sorry Coach, but no dice.
While I pray every year 
that the Gamecocks will stun 
the college football world and 
capture the SEC East title, 
realistically it’s probably not 
going to happen. 
I truly believe that Spurrier 
can get the job done, and I 
would take no one other than 
him to lead the team, but the 
fact that Florida and Georgia 
have a stranglehold on the 
league and the Southeast’s top 
recruits make it too tough a 
hill for USC to climb.
So what should you do? 
Hope to win the league, 
perform your best, and when 
the dust settles and you have 
a couple of losses, continue 
to hold your head high. Then 
beat Clemson.
Never should Carol ina 
accept losing to Clemson. The 
Tigers, as far as I’m concerned, 
have nothing in their current 
program that USC doesn’t.
So what should USC start 
doing? Caring.
The Gamecocks had all 
the talent in the world to beat 
Clemson last Saturday. But it 
was evident from the start of 
the game that Clemson was 
more emotionally amped and 
more confident in its team 
than Carolina was.
That should never be the 
case. Ever. 






Junior guard Brandis Raley-
Ross , who has been sidelined 
with a knee injury since the 
fi rst game of the season, and 
sophomore for ward Sam 
Muldrow , who has been out 
due to academic issues so far 
this season, will not play in 
Tuesday’s game .
“We’re still going in short-
manned,” Horn said.
“We told you all when we 
knew something on Sam we 
would let you know. At this 
point in time, it does not look 
like he’s going to be available 
to us until at least the end of 
the semester,” Horn said.
In 2006, Princeton traveled 
to the Colonial Life Arena 
and were defeated by the 
Gamecocks 54-48 .
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu
BASKETBALL ● Continued from 8
on the Super Bowl-winning team in 2003 .
In other USC news, offensive line coach 
John Hunt, an assistant under Spurrier 
since 1999, has been let go. 
“I don’t agree with the decision, but I 
respect Coach Spurrier’s decision,” Hunt 
said. “I appreciate the opportunity he gave 
me. I enjoyed my time in South Carolina 
and wish the Gamecocks the best in the 
future.”
Cornerbacks coach Shane Beamer 
will take over Reaves’ job as recruiting 
coordinator . Beamer held that title with 
Mississippi State before leaving for USC . 
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
COACHES ● Continued from 8
Sam Bennett / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Clemson players and coaches take their traditional run down the hill before Saturday’s matchup against South Carolina.
Focus on season fi nale 
leads to consistent success 
against Gamecocks
classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
Apartments
Room for Rent on Greene St 
for a female & 3BR. 318-0800 or 
rajaluri@aeliusa.com
The Gates - 2BR 2BA Condo $1200/mo 
inclds util. Contact Tim 843-377-3486
Great Studio Apt dwntwn-Marion St. 
$395 inclds fridge stove cable water w/d 
CH&A Available ASAP!  803-465-4588
Apartments
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a 
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
Roommates
F/subleaser needed for Spring semes-
ter Pointe West 4BR 2BA $455/mo util 
incld & furn. Call 864-901-5427
Housing-Rent
2/Rooms for Rent in 3BR 2BA house 
off Two Notch. 10 min from USC 
$350+util. 1 pet OK 803-842-0680.
House for rent walking distance to USC
3BR 1BA home walking behind Greek 
housing to USC $975/mo 
for more homes near USC call 
254-6613.www.securityrealty.net
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Help Wanted
GRAD ASSISTANT: Needed to assist IT 
Systems Administrator with design, de-
velopment and testing of reports and 
on-line screens utilizing data extracted 
from both Oracle and MsAcess database 
systems. Must be proficient with Oracle 
SQL, Oracle Developer, MsAcess, Word 
and Excel. Please send resume via 
email to jyazel@fmc.sc.edu
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
Child Care
Nanny needed for 4/mo boy in Lexing-
ton. Preferably 9-4:30 M-F Cal 520-2580
Irmo Day Care  -. PT  position availabel 
working with 4 & 5 y.o  2-6:00pm. Day-
care exp a plus.  Call 781-5439.
Help Wanted
Restaurants
GRILLE COOK NEEDED 
@ THE NATIONAL ADVOCACY 
CENTER/SODEXO
Evening hours 4-10pm M-Thur No 
Weekends. Will be flexible with class 
schedule. Must be able to pass a back-
ground check, drug screening, and have 
transportation. No phone calls apply in 
person @ 1620 Pendleton St.
Please put attention to Stacey on app..
Services
Serious financial problems? 
Confidential bankruptcy advice. 
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
Travel
BAHAMA SPRING BREAK SALE!
$200 Sale! Includes Roundtrip 
Cruise, 4 Nights Beachfront Hotel, 
Meals & #1 Parties!
Text Message: SPRINGBREAK to
313131 to redeem sale! 
Limited Space, Book Now! 
1-877-997-8747  www.XtremeTrips.com
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